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sports" remains unchanged, and I resent the sugges-
tion that it is a duty of the public schools to train
Olympic winners. I should be prepared slightly to
qualify, but by no means to retract, the opinion that
" athletic sports are open to all the objections which
lie against games in general with none of their com-
pensating advantages, They are blatantly self-seek-
ing ; they admit of no leadership and organization;
and whether Waterloo was or was not won on the
playing fields of Eton, Armageddon will certainly
not be decided on the cinder track."

The only way of moralizing athletic sports would
be to insist that individual rewards should be
abolished: the only way of making them practically
useful would be to assimilate the conditions to those
which will be encountered in later life. To catch a
train while carrying a small bag without being un-
duly heated is then the ambition of an average
citizen: he learns little by running on specially pre-
pared tracks in the lightest of attire, or by jumping
over bars which conveniently give way if he does not
jump high enough. That is a thing which will never
happen to him again, and such information as his
achievement gives him may well be both delusive and
dangerous.

I have reserved to the last the complaints made as
to the quantity and quality of the work done in
public schools. This is not, as the cynic might